RICHARD COHEN 



The Fires in the Ghetto 
Burned for the Enemy 

M ORRIS IS TALKING. It is nearly his an- 
niversary — 10 years. Ten years ago this 
week 586 fires burned in the city of Washington. 
One of them burned in Morris’ liquor store. First 
he was looted and then he was burned. It’s all 
right. He was once the enemy. 

“The police called around midnight,” he said. 

■ “They said the store was being looted. They said 
please don’t come down. They said it wasn’t safe. 
We went down around 10 a.m. the next morning 
to open it back up. The store was a mess. We 
lost $30,000 worth of liquor. At 1:30, the police 
came back. They said there were lots of people., 
coming. They said we had better leave. They said 
they were two blocks away. This time there was a 
fire. That’s what happened to me. It was pretty 
bad. It was very bad.” 

In a simpler age, Morris was the enemy. We all 
knew that. I, for one, knew that. I, for one, 
bought all the rhetoric, especially that stuff about 
men who own liquor stores in the ghetto — about 
how they took the money out of the community 
and how they sold on credit and how they were 
hated. They got what they had coming and even 
if you didn’t buy all of that entirely, it made it 
easier that they sold booze by the pint to men so 
poor they didn’t have a hankerchief to blow 
their own nose. 

“Yeah, I heard that,” says Morris. “I heard that 
from Jewish people even. Some people said that, 
but we never cheated anybody. We went accord- 
ing to the book, sometimes even cheaper. I’ll tell 
you right now that black stores are charging 
more than they should. I see prices in some of 
these stores that are ridiculous.” 

See COHEN, B3, Col. 3 
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